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saw it.    It would answer as well for Carroll's command; in fact, for the whole 5,300 independent volunteer fighters:
"Coffee," says this graphic writer, "was a man of noble aspect, tall and herculean in frame, yet not destitute of a certain natural dignity and ease of manner. Though of great height and weight, his appearance on horseback, mounted on a fine Tennessee thoroughbred, was striking and impressive. His soldiers, who had been hardened by long service, possessed remarkable endurance, and that useful quality of soldiers of taking care of themselves in an emergency. They were all practiced marksmen, who thought nothing of bringing down a squirrel from the top of the loftiest tree with their rifles. Their appearance, however, was not very military in their woolen hunting shirts of dark or dingy color, and copperas-dyed pantaloons, made, both cloth and garments, at home by their wives, mothers, and sisters; with slouching wool hats, some composed of the skins of foxes and raccoons, the spoils of the chase, to which they were addicted almost from infancy; with belts of tmtanned deerskin, in which were stuck hunting knives and tomahawks; with their long, unkempt hair and unshorn faces, Coffee's men were not calculated to please the eyes of the martinet, of one accustomed to regard neatness and primness as essential virtues of the good soldier. The British were not far wrong when they spoke of them as a posse comitatus, wearing broad beavers, armed with long duck guns. But the sagacious judge of human nature could not fail to perceive beneath their rude exterior those qualities which, in defensive warfare at least, are far more formidable than the practiced skill and discipline of regulars."
These brave Tennesseans, in the estimation of New Orleans, were something more than a posse comitatus after they saved that grand city. Clinton Ross, in Chalmette, says a British officer, who had been taken prisoner and was using his tongue freely in a smart way, sending his compliments to General Jackson in reference to taking care of hisapturing one of the finest cities in America, gave as a countersign, upon thet the morrow must bring victory or the sacrifice of himself and his army in the struggle.
